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•Need for independent, data-driven analysis 

of the Sit/Lie Ordinance. 

•Document research on implementation, 

PURPOSE

•Document research on implementation, 

enforcement, and impact of ordinance citywide. 

•Offer recommendations for improvements. 

•Working document for future studies and analysis.
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Enforcement Process 
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Implementation 

Station
Citations issued

(March – December 2011)*

Central 33

Southern 43

Bayview 0

Mission 59Mission 59

Northern 15

Park 152

Richmond 3

Ingleside 1

Taraval 0

Tenderloin 0

[*These totals were generated by SFPD’s central internal tracking system which may not fully capture all citations issued. Data for Park Station was 

gathered from the station’s internal logbook which is more accurate. For more information on citation tracking, see Section D - Before and After 

Quality of Life Violations & Tracking Citations.
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Park Station issued 152 citations 

between March and December 2011 

• 75% of these citations were issued to 
just nine individuals

• 4 individuals had more than 10 Sit/Lie • 4 individuals had more than 10 Sit/Lie 
citations each

• 85% of the citations issued at Park 
Station were to people over age 30  



Impact: Traffic Court
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Source:  “Traffic Citation Tracking and Reporting Process Improvements.” City and County of San 

Francisco Office of the Controller, December 21, 2010. Figures are based on analysis of 12 days of 

Traffic Court A & B Calendars between June 1st and June 17th, 2010 by the San Francisco 

Controller’s Office.



Service Referrals

• Sit/Lie Ordinance requires the City to 

“maintain a neighborhood outreach plan to 

provide the social services needed by those 

who chronically sit or lie down on a public who chronically sit or lie down on a public 

sidewalk.” 



Service Referrals
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Tracking Sit/Lie Violations

The number of reported Sit/Lie citations for

Park Station by data source:

� Park Station (Log book) � 152

� Hall of Justice (SFPD Database) � 115� Hall of Justice (SFPD Database) � 115

� Human Services Agency (QOL Report) � 32



• Scope:
– Surveyed over 50 storeowners and employees in the 

“central” and “upper” Haight Street region beginning at 
Central Avenue and ending at Stanyan Street.

• Data Collection:

Merchant Surveys

• Data Collection:
– Asked 26 standard questions designed to gauge 

perceptions of change after the implementation of Sit/Lie.

• Caveats:
– Conducted over two days in November 2011

– Surveys were administered in a drop-in manner



Merchant Surveys



Merchant Surveys



Recommendations

Improve SFPD Tracking System

Ensure Tangible Service ReferralsEnsure Tangible Service Referrals

Connect Repeat Offenders to Community Court 

Convene Public Taskforce on Sidewalk Access
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